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BACKGROUND 

Advocacy for literacy is an important component of activities included in the LIFE 

programmes. This dimension of LIFE project is also appropriately reflected in the UN One 

Joint programme which emphasizes advocacy for sustained policy commitments to adult 

literacy and non-formal basic education.  

It is unfortunate that instead of increasing allocation for education, funds this year have 

been reduced to less than 2 % of the GDP. As a part of the efforts made to promote the 

cause of Education For All and to move rapidly towards the achievement of DAKAR, 

MDGs and UNLD goals, it is vital that the media is sensitized and the support of editors of 

the newspapers and managers of TV channels is enlisted.  

Meetings need to be organized to hold briefing and orientation sessions with leading 

journalists including editors and TV managers and producers. One such workshop was 

organized by PACADE at Lahore at Avari Hotel around the middle of April as a part of 

LIFE COORDINATION MEETING with UNESCO s cooperation and support.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



P R O C E E D I N G S 

Inaugural Session 

The Media Workshop on the Print and Electronic Media for Education For All was held on 

May 21, 2009 at Avari Hotel Lahore. It was inaugurated by Mr. Arif Nizami, Chairman of 

the APNEs (All Pakistan Newspaper Editors) and editor of the Nation. Mr. Mujeeb-ur-

Rehman Shami, Chief Editor of Daily Pakistan and Chairman of CPNE  Council of 

Newspapers Editors also was present. 

Other participants included senior staff members of a number of newspapers and TV 

channels including Resident Editor of Observer and Deputy Managing Director of WAQT 

TV, senior correspondents of News, Business Recorder, The Nation, Jang, Nawae-i-Waqt, 

Mr. Arshad Saeed Khan, Senior Education Specialist, UNESCO, Mr. Inayatullah, 

Chairman PACADE and  Ms. Sophia Malik coordinator of the Workshop.  

A list of participants is attached at annex A. 

The proceedings opened with recitation from the Holy Quran. Thereafter participants 

introduced themselves and spelt out activities of their organisations. 

 

#ÈÁÉÒÍÁÎ 0!#!$%ȭÓ 7ÅÌÃÏÍÅ Statement 

Mr. Inayatullah welcomed  Mr. Arif Nizami, Mr. Mujeeb-ur-Rehman Shami, Mr. Khalid Butt, 

Mr. Arshad Seed Khan and other distinguished media participants.  

He spoke about the theme and purpose of the workshop and how 

important it was to brief the media about the state of literacy in 

Pakistan and seek its support for the promotion of this neglected field.  

Advocacy for literacy he informed the meeting was an important component of activities 

included in the LIFE  

 



programmes. This dimension of LIFE project was as appropriately reflected in the UN one 

joint programme which emphasized sustained policy commitments to adult literacy and  

non-formal basic education. It was unfortunate that instead of increasing allocation for 

education, funds this year (2008  2009) had been reduced to less than 2 % of the GDP.  

As a part of the efforts made to promote the cause of Education For All and to move 

rapidly towards the achievement of DAKAR, MDGs and UNLD goals, it was vital that the 

Media was sensitized and the support of editors of the newspapers and managers of TV 

channels was enlisted. For this purpose it was important that meetings were organized to 

hold briefing and orientation sessions with leading journalists including editors and TV 

managers and producers. He hoped that the meeting would result in greater attention paid 

by media to the promotion of literacy in Pakistan. 

Presentation by Mr. Arshad Seed Khan 

Major points of his Power Point Presentation are given below: 

1. A reference to the Constitution provision / State shall be:- 

responsible for eradication of illiteracy and provision of free 

and compulsory education up to secondary level, within 

minimum possible time 

(Article 37-B, 1973 Constitution of Pakistan)  

2. Every one has the right to a quality education 

3. Educational opportunities for all, irrespective of gender, socio-economic 

background, ethnic or religious background; children; youth, adults 

4. Equality of educational opportunity for all children, including girls and women, for 

those with disabilities, for urban and rural, rich and poor  

5. World Education Forum: April 2000, Dakar, Senegal 

6. 1,000 representatives from 164 countries 

7. UN agencies, donors, NGOs including UNESCO, UNICEF, UNFPA, UNDP, World 

Bank 

 



8. Pakistan delegation headed by Federal Education Minister & 4 Provincial Ministers 

9. Pakistan a signatory to the Goals and Dakar Framework of Action 

10. UPE: 100 % primary enrolment by 2015 

11. Literacy: 86% adult literacy rate by 2015 

12. ECE: 42,500 ECE Centres established & increased participation rate from 25% to 

50% by 2015 

13. Discrimination includes any discrimination, exclusion, limitation or preference which, 

being based on race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, 

national or social origin, economic condition, or birth, has the purpose or effect of 

nullifying or imparting equality of treatment in education . 

UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Education (1960): By this Convention State 

is responsible for ensuring equality of educational opportunities in public sector in terms of: 

1. Free and compulsory education for all, boys and girls 

2. Equivalent standards of education in all public educational institutions 

3. Equivalent Conditions relating to quality of education 

4. Private sector is allowed to function but State is made responsible for ensuring that 

private school institutions conform to the national standards, and object of private 

schools is to increase access and not to secure exclusion 

5. 95 countries, including Sri Lanka, China, Indonesia, Egypt, Iran, and Saudi Arabia 

have ratified this Convention by March 2008 

6. Pakistan has so far not ratified this important Convention 

7. Parallel systems of education in Pakistan with different curricula frameworks and 

learning conditions strengthens discrimination and fragmentation in the society.  

All Parties Conference on EFA-5 February 2008 

Political parties signed the Joint Declaration on EFA:   

Å   Increase Ed budget up to 4% of GDP 

Å   At least 10 % of Ed budget for Literacy and NFE 

 



Å   Free and compulsory primary education-achieving    100% enrolment rate 

Å   86% adult literacy by 2015 

Å   Eradicate political interference and favouritism in appointments, transfers of 

education staff 

Å   Uniform core curriculum and similar facilities in all schools 

Parties which signed EFA Declaration on 5th Feb 2008 

1. Awami National Party 

2. Balochistan National Party (Awami) 

3. Balochistan National Party (Mengal) 

4. Jamaat e Islami Pakistan 

5. Jamhoori Watan Party  

6. Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (F) 

7. Jamiat Ulema-e-Pakistan (Noorani)  

8. Markazi Jamiat-e-Ahl-e-Hadeeth  

9. Muttahida Quami Movement 

10. National Party 

11. Pakhtoonkhwa Milli Awami Party 

12. Pakistan Muslim League 

13. Pakistan Muslim League (N) 

14. Pakistan Peoples Party 

15. Pakistan People s Party (Sherpao)  

16. Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf  

 

 

 

 

 



Discussion 

The editors of newspapers and senior officials of the TV channels very much appreciated 

the presentation made by Mr. Arshad Saeed Khan about the state of literacy in Pakistan 

and what must be done if the DAKAR targets and MDGs are to be achieved. Questions 

raised were ably answered by him. 

It was agreed by all present that the Government of Pakistan must raise the allocation for 

Education to 4% of the GDP and at least 10% of it should be spent on the promotion of 

literacy. 

The senior media participants admitted that press and the TV channels had not accorded 

the priority, literacy deserves. They agreed to make their due contribution to the rapid 

spread of literacy and provide more space/time for education and literacy. 

Mr. Arif Nizami proposed that more workshops should be held to provide information and 

orientation to working journalists about various aspects of literacy and how government 

could achieve the desired rates of literacy expeditiously.    

 

 

 

 



 

Concluding Remarks 

After a lively discussion, Mr. Inayatullah thanked the participants in his concluding remarks 

and looked forward to Newspapers and TV channels support in promoting the cause of 

literacy in Pakistan. He thanked UNESCO for supporting the holding of the workshop and 

expressed his agreement with Mr. Arif Nizami that more such meetings should be held for 

periodical interaction between the media personnel and promoters and practitioners of 

literacy programmes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


