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W  O  R  K  S  H  O  P 
JOY OF LEARNING 

BACKGROUND 

Usually workshops relating to EFA and in particular literacy, focus on policies, projects, programmes and how to 

implement them.  

Literacy teachers should present literacy materials that stimulate as many senses as possible in order to 

enhance chances  of durable learning in terms of Reading, Hearing, Seeing, Hearing and Seeing, Saying and 

Writing, Saying and Performing. 

Learners and how they are to be inspired involved and engaged at the learning centres escape attention. This in 

spite of the fact that the output, product and bottom line of all policies, planning and funding is Learners and 

the Quality of Learning. 

There is a definite need for exploring different ways of doing things to make learning captivating, engaging, 

pleasant, interesting and realistically useful. 

The idea of this workshop came from Mr. Ichiro Miyazawa who was good enough to send a note on ά¢ƘŜ Wƻȅ ƻŦ 

[ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎέΦ (See Messages) 

Some of the Significant Observations and Recommendations emerging from Workshops on JOY 

OF LEARNING held at Karachi and Islamabad: 

 

1. Over coming learnersΩ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ όƛƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǿŀȅǎύ like divided attention, time constraints, psychological 

inhibitions, physical conditions, conservative environment, family difficulties, distance from centre, lack 

of relevance of reading contents to their lives.  

2. Teachers should get to know each learner well to be able to cater to his/her needs and difficulties. 

3. Efforts made to develop a literate environment at the centre by using audio-visual aids and posters. 

4. There should be ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƴƎ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎΩ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎΦ 

5. Adult learners should be encouraged to work with their children to ensure that they go to schools 

regularly and attend to home-work. 

6. There should be activities within and outside the learning centres which provide useful information and 

enhance awareness about environment, household management, rights, religion, health and child care.   

7. There should be an integrated approach. 

8. Programmes should have Income Generation Content for reducing poverty. 

9. Programmes must be relevant to local conditions and needs. 

10. Need-base and low-cost material should be used. 

11. One comprehensive primer could be used instead of many readers.  

12. Teaching of Math should be made interesting. 

 

 

 



3 
 

 

 

13. Teacher-learnersΩ relationship should be a subject in the training programmes. Stress was laid on 

ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ ƛƴ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎΩ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ 

interest are improved.  

14. Teachers should be role models. They should practice what they preach. Most participants agreed that 

joyful learning could only be ensured if the teachers were motivated, well equipped with relevant 

knowledge and skills, and were able to plan the programme effectively.  

15. Methodologies should include learnersΩ participation, activity based exercises and discussion of 

problems faced by the learners.  

16. There was need for a qualitative improvement along with an increase in the literacy centres. 

17. Primers should be supplemented with locally produced material.  
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P  r  o  c  e  e  d  i  n  g  s 
The Inaugural Session 

The Workshop on Joy of Learning was held on August 20, 2009 at University of the Punjab Institute of 

Education and Research. It was inaugurated by Professor Dr. Shaista Sonu, Acting  Vice Chancellor University of 

the Punjab. 

Present on the occasion were Joint Educational Advisor, Ministry of Education, Government of Pakistan, 

Chaudhry Muhammad Akram, Deputy Secretary Department of Literacy & Non-Formal Basic Education, 

DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǳƴƧŀōΣ aǊΦ aǳƘŀƳƳŀŘ !ƴƛǎΣ 5Ŝŀƴ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ CŀŎǳƭǘȅΣ 5ǊΦ IŀŦƛȊ aǳƘŀƳƳŀŘ 

Iqbal, Adviser to Vice Chancellor, Col (R) Ikramullah, Director Education NCHD, Mr. Iqbal-ur-Rehman, 

Representative of UNICEF, Ms Shahida Parveen, Ex. Director Education. Mr. Jamil Najam, Executive Director 

KHOJ, Ms Nasira Habib, university professors, distinguished educationists, NGOs, university students, Mr. 

Inayatullah and Ms. Sophia Malik (coordinator of the Workshop).  

Welcome Address by Mr. Inayatullah President PACADE 

Mr. Inayatullah welcomed the Acting Vice Chancellor Dr. Shaista Sonu, the distinguished guests and NGOs 

participants. 

He said that the theme JOY OF LEARNING came from Mr. Ichiro Miyazawa, Education 

Specialist UNESCO who wrote a short note on the subject. He looked forward to a lively 

discussion by the participants after presentations from the NCHD, Punjab Literacy 

Department, students ŀƴŘ bDhǎΩ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎΦ IŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ that the University of the 

Punjab should take the initiative of setting up a department of Adult Education as indeed was the case in 

dozens of universities in India. 

Dr. Hafiz Muhammad Iqbal, Dean Education Faculty, Punjab University 

Dr. Hafiz Muhammad Iqbal appreciated the initiative taken by PACADE in holding the workshop on an 

important subject. He said ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇƛŎ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ά¢I9 Wh¸ hC [9!wbLbDέ 

was unique and interesting. It is time to change our minds and seek knowledge for 

knowledge sake instead of merely qualifying for a profession. He made the following points: 

 

1. Our literacy rate is 54% and primary schools enrolment rate  65%. 

2. Many children drop-out before class III. One of the reasons behind this is lack of interest. 

3. Teacher should make teaching interesting instead of boring the students in a routine manner.  

4. If we succeed in introducing innovative and joyful methodologies, we would be able, to a large extent, 

achieve our goals. 

5. The topic of the workshop is relevant for both formal and non-formal systems of education. 
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Mr. Iqbal-ur-Rehman, NCHD 

Some of the points made by him. 

1. NCHD is working on new policies in cooperation with UNESCO and other 

organizations to develop a baseline document. 

2. Punjab is the only province of Pakistan which has a full fledged department for 

literacy.  

3. We plan to work in collaboration with provincial government and civil society.  

4. If we take a look at facts and figures about the ratio of enrolment and of adult literacy rate, we find that 

we must accelerate our efforts to spread adult literacy.  

5. We need to learn from each otherΩǎ experiences.  

6. Punjab University is the oldest University of the country so we look forward to its working with the 

government to promote literacy.  

7. There are four to five factors for the slow increase in literacy rate. These are the community, learning 

material, methodology and disinterested teachers.  

8. LEARNING and JOY are like  body and soul. Both are necessary.  

PACADE is to be congratulated for taking the initiative to hold this important workshop. 

Ch. Muhammad Akram, Joint Education Advisor, Ministry of Education Govt. of 

Pakistan 

He welcomed the holding of the workshop.   

The teacher needed to be trained to inspire the learners, he said. 

The Ministry of Education had prepared the national Literacy Curriculum which should be kept in view while 

planning the literacy courses and teaching methodology. 

He referred to the wide gap between the primary education enrolment and the enrolment in middle schools. 

More middle schools needed to be set up.   

Mr. Muhammad Anis, Additional Secretary for Literacy & NFE Department of the 

Punjab 

He appreciated the holding of the workshop and complimented PACADE and UNESCO for 

the initiative. 

He spoke about the Punjab Literacy DepartmentsΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ wǎΦ улл Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ 

had been approved in the budget for the year 2008-2009. He said that a number of new 

projects including the setting up of a Punjab Literacy House were being undertaken. He 

said that the programme for the opening of centres all-over the province was being implemented.  

He welcomed the theme of the workshop and looked forward to its findings and recommendations.   
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Ms. Shahida Parveen, Representative UNICEF 

We are working for children and adolescents in 4 areas Health, Education, Sanitation and 

Child Protection. In 6 districts of Punjab facilities were provided for child friendly schools. 

In the beginning there were 150 schools. At present  1800 schools were functioning. 250 

primary schools in AJK were being run for the victims of Earthquake. A project for 

Community Development and Hygiene Promotion in the Earthquake Affected Areas of NWFP and AJK was also 

running.  

She appreciated the holdiƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎǳǊŜŘ ¦bL/9CΩǎ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎΦ 

Inaugural Address by Madam Shaista Sonoo, Acting Vice Chancellor Punjab University 
I am a teacher and belong to a family with a teaching background. People often ask me about the tools I use in 

teaching. I reply to them I have one and the only tool that is: have the passion and brightness in your eyes. 

Communicate it to the learners. He or she might be a child, a youngster or an adult. Now 

a days, the teǊƳ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ ƛǎ άaŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻƎȅέΦ Please use the right methodology to 

teach. 

Government should allocate funds for teachers to encourage, motivate and appreciate 

their services. In my view all teachers are special teachers. There should be appropriate rewards for them.  

Not every one has the ability to communicate effectivelyΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ job. I often find that many students 

have the skills, ability and brightness in their eyes and they do more then is expected of them. Many of them 

are back-benchers. Those who have the passion to learn are successful. It is their passion that gives them 

success. Joy comes from inside. It lightens up your inside. I thank Mr. Inayatullah fir inviting me. I wish the 

workshop success.  
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WORKING SESSION I  
 

This session was chaired by Ms Nasira Habib and Mr. Inayatullah. 

Presentation by Ms Nasira Habib, Director KHOJ 

In the history of Pakistan, in front of donors our record is that our projects mostly do not make the grade. We 

demand funds in the name new of ideas and programmes. The ideas come from outside. 

In 1995 a teachers meeting was organized in LƴŘƛŀ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƻŦ άCƛƴŘƛƴƎ the Problems 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ¢ŜŀŎƘƛƴƎέΦ Findings of that meeting were lack of interest and 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ /ǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ƛǎ ōƻǊƛƴƎΦ  

There is no need to import ƛŘŜŀǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ teachersΩ attitude that matters. He or she makes learning 

a Joyful exercise. 

Factors involved are lack of proper training and lack of commitment and proper monitoring. We often see that 

in schools the teaching aids remain locked up and not used. Education should be need-based.  Try to link 

teaching methods with the lives of the learners.  

 

Our mission is to not earn degrees but to gain knowledge and to educate children and adults in the right way. In 

our region there remains a distance between teachers and students. Because of that students feel hesitation to 

talk or question. The only way to fill this gap is to make learning, interesting and joyful. First think WHAT is to 

be taught and then HOW to teach that helps learners to learn.  

  

The main factors are confidence, relationships, methodology, relevant contents and experimentation. Review 

and research facilitate making changes. 

 

She thanked Mr. Inayatullah and appreciated the initiative taken by PACADE and UNESCO to hold a workshop 

on an important theme.  

 

Presentation by Ms. Farkhanda Tabassum, Executive Director HEAL 
 

HEAL was established in 1987. In the areas we were working we noticed that the learners used άw!¢TA (Rote) 

{¸{¢9aέΦ ¢ƘŜȅ learned the text but not the meanings. Often learners began losing interest after three months.  

To solve the problem we designed our own learning material in which we focused on health along with 

education and used pictures.  

 

Our first book is  WHERE THERE IS NO ARTIST. It is composed of two parts. First is for the 

teachers. With this book we train our teachers to develop the material on their own. 

The second is teacherǎΩ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ 12 units. There is also the Flip Chart  

 

Post literacy material is titled as THINK AND TELL. In it teacher asks for words from learners and writes them on 

the black board and after that makes new words related to them. For facilitation of teachers instructions are 

printed on the back page. 
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Another is Pictorial Story Books. Each story consists of 6 pictures and a few words relating to these pictures 

printed at the bottom. We deliver health related messages through these pictures. Such as the story of Anila 

who falls down and there is an arm injury. These stories are lessons for First Aid. We ensure that each learner 

deliver this message to 3 families of her area. By this exercise we succeed to achieve the real purpose of 

literacy. 

 

We mention the number of learners with the aid of local CBOs and community members. 

 

Presentation by Mr. Iqbal-ur-Rehman, Director Education NCHD 
 

Our goal was to double the literacy rate and take it to 86% till 2015. The present rate is 54%. 

 

Enrolment rate of primary education is 64% and dropout rate 34%. This means every year more than a million 

join the ranks of the illiterates.  

 

The number of illiterate persons are increasing because of rising population, poor primary education and lack of 

literacy centres. We make a data base of the children of 4 to 9 years, and enrol them. To make up the deficiency 

in certain areas we establish feeder schools. We also provide teachers to those schools where there is shortage 

of teachers. Our ratio of teachers and students in a center is 1:25. 

 

At this time in Pakistan there are more than 50 million illiterate persons and their number is increasing and this 

ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎƻƭǾŜŘ ōȅ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ рл ƻǊ млл ŎŜƴǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ƛǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ Thousands of centres need to be set up. 

Where we are unable to find the matriculation teachers we hire middle pass teachers. 

 

We have prepared a set of 4 to 6 books for the learners. We have to link literacy with local needs and income 

generating and technical skills.  

 

When we design any program we use pedagogical instead of anagogical method. That is why, our teachers are 

not prepared properly to impart adult literacy.  

 

I am glad to hear that this university was considering opening up adult education classes at the level of masters 

and PhD.   

 

In a research study we found four major issues. These are (1) curriculum content (2) center-related reasons (3) 

community related questions (4) teacher related points. 

  

The outcome of this research revealed the following reasons:  

[ŜŀǊƴŜǊǎΩ Řomestic problems 23% 

Boring teacher methods  21% 

No relevance to immediate lives 10% 

 

The solutions are:  

Á SRM (Supplementary Resource Material). Locally developed material in which we 

keep in mind the interest of learners 
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Á Developing a newsletter based on the material of learners.  

Á We develop a calendar in which we show our yearly plan. We keep in view such 

factors as interruption in the harvesting seasons. 

Á We try to provide teaching aids, learning aids, word making and word puzzles. 

Á We organize discussion sessions focusing on social and cultural issues. This brings 

teachers closer to learners. 

Á We make groups of learners based on mixed age, mixed learning abilities and mixed 

skills.     

o The changes made in our literacy programmes are: 

Á Increased duration of literacy program from 3 months to 6 months with 6 month of 

post literacy classes 

Á Increase in the salary of teachers from Rs. 1500 to 3000 (and later to 6000) per 

month. 

Á Linking literacy with technical education 

Á Our aim is to open the 110000 literacy centers 

Á We will also develop the national and provincial Literacy Resource Centers. We wish 

to link these with universities 

Á Literacy is a huge issue. It demands efforts by many organizations. 

 

Presentation by Mr. Muhammad Anees, Deputy Secretary for Literacy & NFE, 

Department of the Punjab 

 
We need to critically observe work is done at national and provincial levels. I wish to cite an example how to 
create Joy in learning. When I was in my first year and my teacher of English taught us the ŦƛǊǎǘ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ άIƛǎ First 
FƭƛƎƘǘέΣ he explained how the baby seagull fell down when he tried to fly by jumping from the stage and falling 
on his knees. ¢ƛƭƭ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ this lesson and the way of his teaching. If teacher is devoted to his work 
he can find ways how to make the lesson interesting for the learners. This indeed comes from inside. 
 
There are scores of training centres for teachersΩ training in formal system but not even a single centre for non-
formal staff. 
 
8 new projects and their PC1s are in the pipeline. This includes a Literacy House, a resource centre, hostels and 
a place reserved for civil society organizations.  
 
We are planning to introduce post literacy programmes after completion of 6 month literacy. The number of 
illiterate persons in Punjab is 40 million.  So we need to make accelerated efforts. 
 
Our EDOs come from other departments and do not have an understanding of the demands of non-formal 
education. They need a proper orientation for non-formal education.   
 
We will look forward to proceedings of this important workshop. We certainly will benefit from the workshop 
recommendations and improve our methodologies. 
 
As pointed out by a participant the fee provided to NGOs @ Rs. 250/per month for monitoring was most 
inadequate.   NGOs services should be properly used. They should be provided adequate compensation. 
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Presentation by Mr. Jamil Najam, Ex. Director Education, Govt. of Punjab 

 
o I visited 37 centers in Shaikhupura and I am sorry to say that children in 

all the 37 centers looked quite shabby. They had not even washed their 

faces. 

o Once I saw a book of class 1 with these words written in 

ƛǘΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ If we develop the 

learning material like this then what can we expect from learners? 

o We will fail to achieve our main purpose unless we link our education to real life. 

o Another fault is teacher-student gap. Ways should be found to fill it. 

o I remember one of my teachers made us walk straight with 3 bricks in our hands. We enjoyed 

the exercise and I still recall the excitement I felt doing so.   

o I recommend that a district or at least a union council should be selected as a laboratory to test 

new ways of running centres for children and adults. From this laboratory experiment a model 

could be developed for effective, useful and joyful learning. 
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WORKING SESSION II  
Participants were divided into two groups and each group provided a theme 

for discussions. 

Theme for Group One :  WHEN FUN AND LEARNING JOIN HANDS 
 
Theme for Group Two: WHEN TEACHING AND FUN GO TOGETHER 
 

Recommendations by Group I 
o Make learning resources community based as far as possible 

o Local culture and traditions should be kept in view while imparting literacy to adults 

o Keep learning simple 

o Base learning on the comprehension level of the learners 

o Keep learning relevant to daily life experiences 

o Relate learning to hands-on experience 

o Relate literacy programmes to national and local festivals  

o  In corporate religious information in learning exercises  

o Make good use of role play and audio visual learning exercises 

o Relate learning to basic issues through drama/skits etc 

o Relate learning to positive behavior change 

o Learning programme should have an income generation component 

Recommendations by Group II 
 

o Teachers should be nicely dressed and have a pleasant disposition. 

o Communication should be clear and effective. 

o The literacy centres should have programmes on National Days, 

festivals etc. 

o Friendly atmosphere creates a conducive learning environment. 

o Community social gatherings should be organized where teachers and learners should speak 

about the value and importance of literacy. 

o Make learning material well-illustrated. 

o Audio video aids should be used for stimulation of sensory motor skills 

o Provide incentives in the form of appreciation and rewards in various 

ways. 

o Incorporating fun skills such as cooking, candle making, art work through disposable material 

i.e. empty bottles boxes and cards.  

o Arranging visits of learners to institutions, functions etc. 
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Points made by Students:  

University students expressed a lot of interest in the workshop proceedings. Some of the points raised by them 

during discussion are given below: 

 

1. No training institutes or resource centers for literacy exist in the universities  in Pakistan as in India or 

Bangladesh.  

2. Teachers are indifferently trained and there is hardly any credible system of monitoring 

3. Urgent need for setting up institutions for training and production of suitable reading material. Also 

resource centers at provincial and district levels.  

4. Members of The Literacy Forum can play an important role. Students should be a part of this Forum. 

5. Apart from being a pioneer Institute for Teacher Education in Pakistan, IER has made start for sharing 

its expertise for increasing literacy and adult education in Pakistan. 

6. Establishment of a new department/training institute where graduates can learn basic and necessary 

information to support and strengthen the literary initiatives in Pakistan. 

7. University students should be sensitized to the need for launching programmes for the promotion of 

literacy. 

8. University should regularly provide opportunities for internships with Literacy EDOs in the districts, 

with the Punjab Department of Literacy & Non-Formal Basic Education as well as NGOs. 

9. Some of the suggestions regarding Joy of Learning should also be taken up in the University classes in 

the light of observations of the Acting Vice Chancellor. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13 
 

Concluding Remarks by: 

Mr. Iqbal-ur-Rehman 

 
o Innovative methods of teaching as well as use of learning aids 

and materials should be deployed with a view to making learning 

an interesting exercise. 

o Linking methods with local needs and daily lives 

o Organizing social and cultural events  

o Using communication skills both verbal and non verbal 

o Linking religious activities such as MELAAD etc. with literacy programmes 

o Relating learning to basic issues faced by learners 

 

Dr. Hafiz Muhammad Iqbal 

o Government and civil societies still do not take education seriously.  

o There is need for a Basic Education Law. 

o Need to fill the gap which is increasing because of increasing of population.  

o Need to promulgate an Education Emergency at least for 10 years  

o Degrees to students should be conditional on their making at least one person literate. 

 

Chaudhry Muhammad Akram 
 

o Provincial literacy government department need to enforcement the compulsory primary 

education Acts.  

o Need to focus on monitoring and evaluation side. 

o Link income generating skills to literacy. Other wise we will fail to achieve our purpose. 

o Include post literacy programmes in all literacy projects. 

o Make learning activity based. 

o Proper teacher training is crucial for the success of learning centres. 

o Joyful learning will result in increase in enrolment.  
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MESSAGE ON JOY OF LEARNING 

FROM 

Dr R.A. Aderinoye  

 

Associate Professor,   Acting Director,   Centre for Literacy Training and Development 

for Africa 

Department of Adult Education,  

University of Ibadan.  

 

 

On what can make learning rewarding and joyful for adults, I have these to state. As 

planners, we should make the learning contents relate to the needs of the learners, 

their interest, experience and  what will call 'real literacy ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭΩ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ Ƴǳǎǘ 

be based on those existing reading material around them rather than primer based. 

 

The facilitators too, must be trained on what adult love, their attention span, and 

ensure that the environment is conducive to learning. The reading materials if any 

should be attractive in terms of illustration and pictures. We must also make it gender 

friendly. 
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MESSAGE ON JOY OF LEARNING 

FROM 

KAZI RAFIQUL ALAM 

PRESIDENT DHAKA AHSANIA MISSION, BANGLADESH 

 

I am extremely pleased to learn that Pakistan Association for Continuing & Adult 

Education (PACADE) is planning to organize a workshop on THE JOY OF LEARNING and 

HOW TO ENHANCE THE LEARNING OF LEARNERS. 

There is no alternative to education to change the fate of a man but most often, 

especially in our region of the world, people are deprived of formal education to 

change their lot. That is where the adult education comes into reality to compensate 

for the mainstream learning. Teaching an adult in a non-formal way needs motivation, 

environment and process of joy to educate his, otherwise mature, mind to absorb the 

light of education. I am confident this workshop of yours will definitely go a long way in 

achieving this goal and press house the need for enhanced education for the 

betterment of the deprived people of the society. 

I once again congratulate you for arranging such a workshop and express my 

confidence that it will be a success. 
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ÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎ 

Throughout education, from the first day to the last, there should be a sense of 

intellectual adventure. The world is full of puzzling things which can be understood by 

sufficient effort.  

The sense of understanding what had been puzzling is exhilarating and delightful 

every good teacher should be able to give it. Madame Montessori describes the delight 

of her children when they find they can write, I remember a sense almost of 

intoxication when I first read Newtonõs deduction of Keplerõs Second Law from the law 

of gravitation. Few joys are so pure or so useful as this. Initiative and individual work 

give the pupil the opportunity of discovery and thus afford the sense of mental 

adventure far  more often and more keenly than is possible where everything is taught 

in class. Wherever it is possible, let the student be active rather than passive.  

This is one of the secrets of making education a happiness rather than a torment.   

 

ÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Source:                             
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JOYFUL LITERACY 

By Mr. Ichiro Miyazawa 

I am doubtful about the sustainability and development of learning which are forced or given as a duty. Looking back to 
my school days or even professional trainings, I have to confess that I cannot remember well about the lessons which I did 
mechanically without any interest. They may come back to me one day or may have completely disappeared from my 
head. Learning without the interest could be also painful. On the contrary, our learning can be much more intensive, 
deeper, wider and more sustainable when we are interested. It seems to me that this could be a universal rule which we 
all know from our life experiences. 

Would you have an experience at school like this? You did not like a subject at the beginning but you came to like and be 
good at it because the teacher is good in person and its knowledge. Unfortunately, the opposite cases also could happen as 
well. How about our learning at the working places? I find there is something similar between the school and the working 
place in terms of learning. Continuous learning is essential to develop our career. Have you ever met good facilitators who 
can help you to learn or improve yourself? They could be your boss, colleagues, or anyone around you. 

Interests and facilitations are very important factors to make learning more efficient and effective. The combination of two 
factors will make remarkable differences. However, I wonder how these realistic and simple factors are applied to our 
education system, in particular adult literacy in Pakistan. By looking into the reports and hearing, simple questions I may 
ǊŀƛǎŜ ŀǊŜ ά²Ƙȅ Řƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴΚέ 

Pakistan is one of the lowest literate countries among Asian countries. Its literacy rate is 48.7% and more that 47 million 
people are illiterate in the country. This illiterate population occupies 6.2% of the world illiterate population. According to 
the national survey the literacy rate of male is 65% while that of female is only 40%. It is not difficult to image that there is 
a big gap between urban (71%)and rural (44%). As its constitution mentions, the Government of Pakistan has faced this 
ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŀŘŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ƛǘΦ {ƻƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƎƻΣ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ǎŀƛŘ άbƻ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ the real progress if 
ǘƘŜ ōǳƭƪ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƛƭƭƛǘŜǊŀǘŜΦέ 5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ƛǘǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘΣ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ Ƙŀǎ ǇŜǊǾŀŘŜŘ ƳǳŎƘ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘe 
last decades.  

I would like to see literacy learning centres where learners enjoy learning with interests and laughs with 
teachers/facilitators. Interesting and common topics in the family, community, and life are introduced with the text books. 
They go through the literacy course through their reflection and dialogue rather than mechanically memorizing 
scripts/symbols. Learning those symbols with concerned topics and interest will be more sustainable and developing. 
Needless to say, the roles of learning facilitators are crucial in this quality learning. Their skills and attitudes are as 
important as knowledge. A good facilitator is ready to learn together as one of learners rather than being an authoritarian 
who pretends to know everything. If the facilitator does not enjoy its facilitation, the quality learning can not be expected. 
I would like to stress this out from my experience as a teacher. 

It looks there is a far distance between the vast illiteracy in the country and the literacy learning centre mentioned above. 

In my view, they are close. Without ensuing the quality learning at the micro level, I wonder if the drastic change at the 

macro level could happen. Like other private services or products, I believe the quantity comes together with the quality. 

That is, without quality we could not expect the quantity expansion. Fortunately, the literacy centre mentioned above is 

not a dream but it exists in Pakistan even though at the small scale. While recognizing severe external factors, like poverty, 

politics, etc. hamper the literacy development, we shall be pleased to make continuous efforts in ensuring 

places/occasions for learners to learn with joy and interests.    
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